Epréh 3, 1950.

Dr. B. D, Davis,

Tbe Research Lab,,
411 B, 69 Street,
New York 21, N.Y,

Dear Barnie:

I just saw your note in 3B on your further tests for a soluble tranaforming
agent in K-12. I am glad that someone haa gotten round to do this. In my
thesis, but nop-1 discover- in the 1947 Oenetics paper, an experiment is men-
tioned which reached the saws conclusion: merely that the parents were plated
one over the other in thin agar fildms rather than mixed. The yield was reduced
80 drastically that the motility of the reacting coumponents must be quite
low, and comparable to that of the bacteria themselwes., Your oxperiment should
be perfectly feausible even with a filter that leaks a few bacterla, and aight
even be nore convincing: it would then be possible to flush the supernatant
back and forth rather frequently {which, by the way, I thought was thenmost
ingenious part of your experiment]/

This letter is to ask you whether you are contemplating the publication
of your note. I would like very much to encourage you to submit its substance
as a letter or ngte to J. Bact. There are still some die-hards to whom this
experiment,, plus the confimmamtion of the general results in another laboratory,
would be convincing. Aside frpm this consideration, which you can take to
be & more general benefit, the experiment itself is a small piece of ingenuity
for which you should be creditédd.Papers of a confirmatory character are
sometimes difficult to have accepted for publication, but I am sure that there
would be no difficulty here.

If you do publish, I would appreciate it, as a personal favor, that you
recast the discussion so as not to bring in the speculation [which I don't
take too seriously, and which 1s.liable to be confused with the hetetlcal
idea that the phage 1s the gamete] of a smaller gamete on the basis of the
transmission of lambda. These experimsnts ares still very preliminary, and
I think it would be better not to refer to a speculation for which there is
no evidence until it finds [or fails to] more definitive support. The gradation
between TP and gamete 1s taken up in some detail in my 1947 paper, and I think
your experiment has soms importance in setting some sort of bound to the sisze
lor the lability] of the reactants, which are discussed there only ih mmch
more general terms.

If you can spare them, I would greatly appreciate a couple off duplicate
reprints of your Experientia paper: this will save a lot of headaches in
assigning reading materials for class purposes, and I think this 1s one broad
paper that the students should read.

Sincerely



